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– Operations Front Line Manager

• Eric Sieracki
– FAASTeam Program Manager A/W

• Bob Possumato
– FAASTeam Program Manager OPS

• Philadelphia FSDO

2

Introductions



Federal Aviation
Administration

TFR

5

What is a TFR?
A Temporary Flight Restriction (TFR) is a type of Notice to 
Airmen (NOTAM). A TFR defines an area restricted to air 
travel due to a hazardous condition, a special event, or as 
in this case a restriction within the national airspace 
system.

14 CFR Part 91.141 reads as follows: No person may 
operate an aircraft over or in the vicinity of any area to be 
visited or traveled by the President, the Vice President, or 
other public figures contrary to the restrictions 
established by the Administrator and published in a 
Notice to Airmen (NOTAM).
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Presidential TFR

• Active during published times
• Typically published 48 hours in advance
• Surface to 17,999
• Inner Circle – Non-Typical 12nm radius
• Outer Circle – typically 30nm radius
• Watch out for TFRs in Class B - Don’t confuse the 

two
• Over 200 Airports within the 30NM Wilmington Ring
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FAA TFR Website:

• https://tfr.faa.gov
• “Depicted TFR data may not be a 

complete listing. Pilots should not use 
the information on this website for 
flight planning purposes. For the latest 
information, call your local Flight 
Service Station at 1-800-WX-BRIEF.”
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Other Methods
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How To Avoid…

• Plan
• Squawk
• Talk
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How To Avoid…

• PLAN
• PRE-PLANNING - Get TFR info PUSHED to you
• FINAL PLANNING – Pre-flight PLAN per FAA 

requirement
• http://notams.aim.faa.gov/notamSearch/nsapp.html

#/
• http://tfr.faa.gov (All TFRs)
• 1-800-WX-BRIEF (All TFRs)
• 1-800-992-7433 or www.1800wxbrief.com
• Update Electronics
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Local TFRs PUSHED to your email inbox

How To Avoid…– Pre-planning

www.faasafety.gov

http://www.faasafety.gov/
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Local TFRs PUSHED to your email inbox

How To Avoid…– Pre-planning

www.faasafety.gov

http://www.faasafety.gov/
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Local TFRs PUSHED to your twitter account
How To Avoid…– Pre-planning

https://twitter.com
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How To Avoid…– Pre-planning

https://tfr.faa.gov
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How To Avoid…– Final Planning

Picture!

Plain language text!

EXAMPLE TFR
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FAA TFR Website:
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How To Avoid…– Final Planning

Always confirm TFR information with 
FSS, 1-800-WX-BRIEF
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How To Avoid…– Final Planning
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Flight Plan

VFR
I Filed, now what?
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Operating Legally In And Out Of A TFR
These procedures describe a typical Security TFR.  
Check published TFR for any unique procedures.

30NM
radius

12NM
radius

VFR
On a flight plan  

squawking discrete  
code and talking to ATC

IFR
On a flight plan  

squawking discrete  
code and talking to ATC

IFR or VFR departing  
On a flight plan  

squawking discrete  
code and talking to ATC  

before Takeoff

VFR not on a flight plan,
no radio contact, squawking 1200  

STAY OUT!

INSIDE THE TFR:  DO 
NOT SQUAWK 1200  DO 
NOT CANCEL IFR

IFR or VFR landing  
On a flight plan  

squawking discrete
code and talking to 

ATC
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Or
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• Avoid the TFR entirely
–Give it a 3-5 mile buffer
–Violation based on ATC overlay, not your GPS
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Wilmington Presidential TFR
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Rehoboth Beach TFR
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Generally Speaking within 12 NM
• The POTUS TFR will consist of a 12 nm inner core and a 30 

nm outer core.
• When the TFR is active, all operations will be prohibited in 

the 12 nm inner core of the TFR, except:–
– POTUS aircraft
– Military aircraft supporting the U.S. Secret Service
– Approved law enforcement, air ambulance, and firefighting operations
– Scheduled commercial and cargo flights under TSA Standard Security 

Programs, if applicable.
– General aviation aircraft using specific gateway airport screening 

procedures, which will be outlined in the TFRs, if applicable.
• If its not listed in not permitted!!
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Between 12.01 and 30 NM
• The POTUS TFR will consist of a 12 nm inner core and a 30 

nm outer core.
• When the TFR is active, Operations between the 12 and 

30NM ring-
• AIRCRAFT ARRIVING OR DEPARTING LOCAL AIRFIELDS, 
• ALL AIRCRAFT MUST BE ON AN ACTIVE IFR OR FILED VFR FLIGHT 

PLAN WITH A DISCRETE CODE ASSIGNED BY AN AIR TRAFFIC 
CONTROL (ATC) FACILITY. AIRCRAFT MUST BE SQUAWKING THE 
DISCRETE CODE PRIOR TO DEPARTURE AND AT ALLTIMES 
WHILE IN THE TFR AND MUST REMAIN IN TWO-WAY RADIO 
COMMUNICATIONS WITH ATC.

• AND WORKLOAD PERMITTING, ATC MAY AUTHORIZE TRANSIT 
OPERATIONS. 

• AIRCRAFT MAY NOT LOITER.
• If its not listed it’s not permitted!!
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Generally Speaking
• THE FOLLOWING OPERATIONS ARE NOT AUTHORIZED 

WITHIN THIS TFR: 
• FLIGHT TRAINING, PRACTICE INSTRUMENT APPROACHES,
• AEROBATIC FLIGHT, 
• GLIDER OPERATIONS,
• PARACHUTE OPERATIONS,
• ULTRALIGHT, HANG GLIDING,
• BALLOON OPERATIONS,
• AGRICULTURE/CROP DUSTING,
• ANIMAL POPULATION CONTROL FLIGHT OPERATIONS,
• BANNER TOWING OPERATIONS,
• SIGHTSEEING OPERATIONS,
• MAINTENANCE TEST FLIGHTS,
• MODEL AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS, MODEL ROCKETRY, UNMANNED 

AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS (UAS), AND UTILITY AND PIPELINE SURVEY 
OPERATIONS.
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Whoops!!!?
• I busted the Presidential TFR, now what?

– How will I know
– Still in the air

• You may get to see a fighter jet or helicopter up close
• ATC May call on the radio

– Just landed
• You’ll be notified
• Someone may be waiting for you

• The FSDO is calling
– Should I answer/call them back

–YES
28
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Whoops!!!?
• What is the FSDO going to do to me?

–Get to the root cause
–Ensure you get training to prevent it 

from reoccurring
–Ground and/or Flight Training
–Certificate action (if you are a repeat 

offender)
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Where did it say?

GA Pilots- 14 CFR 91.103 & 91.141
UAS Pilots- 14 CFR 107.45 & 107.47
Rec Flyers- 44809
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Questions?

Thank you for attending
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